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Abstract
Background: This paper presents a review of the literature and trends related to social values and sustainable
development and describes a set of case studies from a variety of community-based projects which illustrate the
advantages that social values bring about as part of efforts to promote sustainability. Three approaches were used to
develop this study: a bibliometric analysis of the topic “social values and sustainable development”, an analysis of case
studies that concretely present community projects addressing social values and sustainability, and the development
of a framework linking up bibliometric clusters and the cases studies.
Results: While the bibliometric analysis revealed clusters where social values are strongly connected with sustain‑
able development, the case studies indicated the lack of a common terminology and understanding of the relation
between social values, sustainable development, and community-based projects.
Conclusions: The study concludes by suggesting a set of measures that could be deployed to better take social
values into account when planning policies or making decisions related to community projects.
Keywords: Social values, Sustainability, Community, Projects, Initiatives
Introduction
September 2015 marked a significant milestone for the
people, planet, and prosperity. It was during this historic
occasion that United Nations Member States collectively
agreed upon the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The adoption of the SDGs would see
the global population come together to realize the urgent
call for action to end poverty, safeguard the planet, and
ensure peace and prosperity. The SDGs consist of 17
interlinked global goals that are designed to serve as a
blueprint to achieve a more sustainable future for the
global community, addressing among others, critical
issues such as poverty, quality education, climate change,
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clean water and sanitation, partnerships, and sustainable
communities. The emphasis of the SDGs and Agenda
2030 on addressing the dimensions of people, planet,
prosperity, peace and partnership is the further assertion
that these aspects are crucial to the future of humanity
and the planet [56].
Agenda 2030 and the SDGs are essentially a socially
driven agenda, projecting—social values and trajectories. To be able to better understand the place of values
within the sustainability debate, there is first a need to
define social values in this context. From a sociological
perspective, values are considered the foundation for the
spurring of human actions. Values are also deemed to be
instrumental in the development of an individual’s personal and collective identities, besides being a vital conduit for social integration [54], while being appreciated
by those focused on sustainable business. According to
the organization Impact [29], a social value is seen as a
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strategic and achievable process that involves impacting
societies positively, regardless of an entity’s financial status, business direction, or size.
In a sustainable development context, values are often
considered in the assessment of communities classified
as vulnerable [51]. Under-development, environmental
ethics, and preservation of social and cultural traditions
are but some of the prevalent issues explored in the literature on this subject matter [57]. Development has had
an impact on the economy and the environment. This
situation generates a critical purpose to investigate, while
defining and evaluating the value of development, particularly from a social stance [25].
Social values never occur in a vacuum. We are socialized into pre-existing yet malleable conceptions of community and social relations [28, 40]. At the same time,
there is a tension between autonomy and egotism, the
need to create a healthy sense of individual self can conflict with the need to maintain a healthy and coherent
community, with established social mores. Historically,
human communities have created and policed social
values that have privileged the latter—for example the
hierarchical “5 great relationships” of Chinese dynasties
informed by Confucianism, or the varna (caste) system
of India. With the onset of violent European clearances,
global colonialism and industrialization, coupled with
individual is facilitated by the Protestant Reformation,
the strong bonds of community values (that were also
patriarchal, heteronormative, and confining for many),
were sundered. This inversion of the social order flourished in the post-World War II US economy. It was
based on limited affluence where individual consumers became the social model of modernism, establishing
a culture that diminished all other relations. This social
value of extreme individualism has in large part become
globalized and has led the 2000s to anomie, dysnomia,
economic crime [39, 44], and planetary crises. It has also
led to high rates of mental health, suicide, and life dissatisfaction for many, where these factors are compounded
by living through environmental devastation brought
by the same system of over-consumption and over-population [46]. It is in this context that the focus on social
values related to healing, flourishing, and justice as well
as mutual support and a sense of community become
central to sustainable development and a social leg of
sustainability; which is related to personal growth and
being connected [28]. Therefore, all people could aim at
„personal evolvement in the community “ the as English
translation of the German expression “Persönliche Entfaltung in Gemeinschaft” [14], 32).
We point out, though, that social values in support of
sustainable development rightfully focus on equity, inclusion, and justice, but more and more data suggest that
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such values must also focus on and include the natural
world and the connection of humans to it, as well [53].
Additional data indicate that as long as rampant individualism and a strong anthropocentrism tethered to values of over-consumption continue to shape social values
and patterns of behaviours [33], sustainable development
will be very hard, if not impossible, to achieve. Thus,
the question arises about what social values are being
advanced that can promote sustainable development? For
example, values that (1) strengthen resilience; (2) support change and transformation; and (3) advance a social
basis for these two conditions that may support sustainable development. Values that activate thinking, feelings
and actions and that relate to determining benign change
[49] may act to overcome dysfunctional norms and values
humans learned to follow in societies and communities.
Interestingly, there has not been much literature focusing on the notions of social values and sustainable development within the context of community experiences
[22, 48]. Thus, with this paper we aim at creating an
avenue to explore these concepts in greater depth. More
specifically, we aim to understand the extent to which the
notion of social values and sustainable development have
been approached and described within literature, to draw
out international best practice case study examples showcasing social values and sustainable development within
community-based projects, and to develop a framework
integrating the best practice case studies and literature
analysis.
The theoretical underpinning of our work is a threepronged framework that considered stakeholder theory
to understand how economic value is created and traded,
including its links to ethics and capitalism. According
to Parmar and his collaborators [45] this knowledge is
necessary to assist entrepreneurs to reflect about management with emphasis on the value of goods and trading practices. Institutional theory instead is a paradigm
about the more profound aspects of social structure,
that focuses on the processes by which schemes, rules,
and norms, become established to guide social behaviour [2]. The third prong of our framework is the point
of convergence of the previous two, consisting of the
theory for sustainable development as proposed by Shi
and team [50]. This process is an evolutionary path that
began with the single goal of using sustainably Earth’s
resources, to Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
and most recently, the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). We first present a review of literature and trends
related to social values and sustainable development. Following there is a discussion on a set of case studies from
a variety of community-based projects which illustrates
the advantages a focus on social values can bring about in
promoting sustainable development. Finally, conclusions
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are made and some measures are listed, which may assist
in deploying a better understanding of social values into
account, when planning policies, or making decisions on
spending, for which the sustainability of specific groups
and communities may be jeopardized.

Methodology
We are interested in exploring the context in which community-based projects focused on sustainable development have explicitly assessed and incorporated social
values. One method of doing so is to analyse the publications about these topics, to assess the linkages and
themes within this research area. Our methodological
approach occurred in three main steps:
Step 1: Bibliometric analysis of the topic “social values and sustainable development”.
Step 2: Cases studies that concretely present community projects addressing social values and sustainability.
Step 3: Framework connecting bibliometric clusters
and the case studies.
Firstly, we conducted a bibliometric analysis using the
software tool VOSviewer. This analysis allowed us to
assess scientific investigation by using quantitative studies; it is based on the assumption that the number of
citations of an article tends to reflect its impact on the
scientific community [59]. Bibliometric analyses generated information about the quantity and performance
of the publications, giving insights into the relations
between fields of knowledge by means of the statistical
analysis of co-publications and citations [47].
This bibliometric analysis included peer-reviewed
publications indexed in the Web of Science (WoS). This
is one of the most trusted and well-known worldwide
citation databases covering multidisciplinary research.
The following search string was used: TOPIC: (“social
values”) AND TOPIC: (“sustainable development”). All
years of the timespan available at WoS were considered
(1945–2021). Only studies in English were considered,
with no restrictions applied regarding document types.
The search was carried out on March 2021 and returned
89 papers. In a second step, the titles and abstracts of the
identified papers were checked, in order to validate their
relevance and ensure their compatibility with the aims of
the study. The exclusion criteria used in the study were:
thematic relevance, interdisciplinarity, due emphasis to
social science components under the lenses of sustainability. Based on these criteria, 74 articles were chosen
for analysis. The co-occurrence analysis was performed
in VOSviewer and returned a set of nodes and links. Each
node is a frequently used term in the articles (analysed
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in titles and abstracts) and the size of the node refers
to the frequency of the keyword. The distance between
two nodes indicates the strength of the relation between
the terms; therefore, shorter distances tend to suggest
stronger relations [37]. Linked topics mean they have
appeared together, and the link width is proportional to
the number of co-occurrences the keywords have [37,
47]. The minimum number of occurrences of a keyword
was set to 2, resulting in 24 selected keywords. For the
process of clustering, where the software grouped closely
related nodes in clusters, 2 terms were defined as the
minimum number of keywords per cluster and clustering
resolution was set to 0.5 (as per the software guidelines,
this parameter determines the level of detail of the clustering and must have a non-negative value; the higher the
value, the larger the number of clusters produced).
The bibliometric analysis was complemented by a qualitative assessment of the literature that focused on a set
of community projects that incorporated social values for
sustainable development. In this second phase, from the
results of the bibliometric analysis, we presented selected
case studies of community-based projects and initiatives.
Keywords addressing social values such as: equity, inclusion, justice, human rights, health, values and life quality, were considered to identify the cases, as suggested by
Estes [17]. More constructs were taken into account, such
as: strengthening, resilience [10], and support for change
and transformation [32]. Worldwide initiatives were analysed considering the following questions: what were the
project’s goals? To which results has it led, in a sustainable development context? What difference is the project
making? The collected case studies were presented in a
summary table containing information about the title
of the initiative, the goal of the project/programme, the
main results, its geographical location and a reference
article.
Each reported case study was examined and assessed
for its consideration of sustainability topics such as communities’ resilience, social inclusion, gender equality,
eco-innovation, and for how those topics intersected
with each of the four clusters that emerged from the bibliometric analysis.
For Step 3, the analysis of the results from the previous
2 steps, or phases, served as the foundation for the development of a framework, which associates the case studies (Step 2) with the clusters identified in the bibliometric
analysis (Step 1).

Results
Bibliometric analysis

The bibliometric analysis of the 74 selected articles
showed that the publication on the topic of social values and sustainable development is still incipient (first
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publication dated 1992) and with over 60% of the publications occurring in the last 5 years.
Results of the term co-occurrence analysis are presented in Fig. 1 and illustrate the main topics associated
with social values and sustainable development derived
from the literature. Even with a modest set of references
resulting from the applied search string, four primary
clusters were generated from this initial classification.
The red cluster centres on ecosystem management,
such as forest management, incorporating explicitly,
social values and sustainable development. Ecosystem
management is a concept feature that aims to protect
environmental conditions by taking into account the
larger ecosystem context, as well as sustainable development and thus, is inclusive of social values and needs
[35]. Similarly, sustainable forest management is a practice in which protecting and maintaining forests’ values is
balanced with forests’ sustainable development in a way
in which various, sometimes competing, social values
come into play [6, 26].
The green cluster is focused on rural development, such
as privately owned forestry, which suggests that some

Fig. 1 Output of the co-occurrence analysis
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sustainability development researchers could be interested in the social values of rural development settings.
For example, studies from Sweden and China revealed
that while rural development efforts can promote sustainable development, there is often an underlying tension between urban and rural social values, suggesting a
need to identify more explicitly, the role of and impacts
on social value systems in rural areas [6, 27].
The blue cluster centres on business sustainability,
integrating concepts such as corporate social responsibility, stakeholder engagement (in a corporate setting),
and ecosystem services. Businesses have a role to play
in achieving sustainable development, and research has
explored the ways in which corporate social responsibility is driven by company and stakeholder social values, as
well as the challenges of creating an economically viable
business while maintaining core values [16, 20, 60]. The
small purple cluster is an offshoot of the business-centric
blue cluster, with a more specific focus on social responsibility and globalization. For example, a study from Croatia explored the intersection of and tension between the
dynamic changes in local economies due to globalization,
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especially regarding the social values and identity of rural
communities that create indigenous products [15].
Finally, the yellow cluster centres around ethics and
moral values. There is much interest in the degree to
which ethical and moral values influence environmental
attitudes, human capital, adoption of sustainable practices, and transitions to more sustainable futures [11, 12,
24, 41]. These social values might arise out of religious
[12], educational [3], or neighbourhood settings [41].
Case studies

Multiple case studies on social values for sustainable
development in community-based projects could be
found around the world. Table 1 shows the case studies
in Latin America and the Caribbean, East Africa, North
America, Europe, and Asia which were considered in this
analysis.
Framework

The analysis of the case studies provided in Table 2 demonstrates how any given sustainable development project
can address multiple social values while addressing relevant sustainability issues.
Figure 2 further demonstrates the ways in which the
community-based sustainable development projects
often intersect multiple social value categories. The presented case studies were distributed across the main clusters identified from the bibliometric analysis. The red one
represents the ecosystem management, which aims to
protect environmental conditions, the green cluster centres on social values in rural development, the blue group
gathers social values regarding business sustainability
and Corporate Social Responsibility along with the offshoot of globalization, and the yellow cluster is focused
on ethics and moral values (educational, religious and
neighbourhood settings).
Most of the case studies addressed social values related
to more than one cluster. For instance, the corporate
case called Natura and Co Commitment to Life covers
strategies focused on business sustainability, rural development, ecosystem management and ethics and moral
values. Withal Natura and Co, cases such as SAKSHAM,
Red Rocks Initiative, FAA, INCLUDE, Equator Initiative
and What’s for Dinner? point out a strong link between
social values across rural development and ecosystem
protection. Another meaningful string was found among
business sustainability, CSR, and ethical values in view of
the case studies Re-Code and the EcoInnovation District
in Uptown Pittsburgh.
The implications of the results for the implementation
of the SDGs are twofold. Firstly, it illustrates that much
can be gained by providing an emphasis on social sustainability when it comes to realizing the SDGs. Secondly,
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whereas the targets of each SDG are quite specific, social
sustainability permeates all of them. This includes not
only socially oriented SDGs such as SDG1, SDG2, SDG4,
or SDG5 for instance, but also some “technical ones”
such as SDG11, SDG12, or SDG13, all of which have
strong social roots.
Discussion

This study has demonstrated that social values are being
addressed in community-based sustainable development
projects, however the social values considered herein differ depending on the focus of each project. The social values may be related, for example, to rural traditions and
cultures, or to business stakeholders. Because sustainable
development is locally based and context-specific, such
that action and solutions are grounded in local needs
[58], it follows that the social values considered would be
tailored to the presenting issue.
However, it also became clear that currently, there is
no a common terminology, nor a description of social
values in the context of sustainable development. While
the number of papers (74) identified in our bibliometric
analysis does provide an insight into the broad arenas
in which researchers are exploring sustainable development and social values, we are limited in our ability to
draw strong conclusions about the realm of social values research in sustainable development. We note, for
example, the lack of frequently used terms related to
equity and justice, although we are aware that there are
researchers that are exploring these topics in a sustainable development framework. This suggests that some
scholars who do this type of research are using alternative
terms than those we used in our search string (“sustainable development” and “social values”). For example, they
might have used the term “sustainability” instead of “sustainable development” or, instead of using “social values”
they used a specific social value concept they focused on,
such as equity. Thus, we recommend that future research
identifies the way in which specific social values are
brought into sustainability and sustainable development
narratives, such that future analyses can investigate more
thoroughly, the ways in which social values are defined
and advanced in sustainable development work.
Furthermore, the case studies that included social
values in sustainable development were not taken to a
broader analysis level to substantiate whether social values are being engendered to promote sustainability. Are
the social values considered in rural development, business sustainability, ecosystem management, and morals
and ethics likely to promote a societal basis supportive of
change and transformation? Are community-based projects assessing the degree to which there is a change in
social values that prioritize consumerism, for example,

What were the project’s goals?

This innovative project proposes a set of
technological tools and resources to inte‑
grate urban planning and management
of resilient communities for Venezuelan
refugees in terms of accessing health and
well-being support in Brazil and Colombia

This initiative is focused on two activities:
The Fire Management System Program
and the Community Empowerment
Program. It aims to reduce forest fires, cre‑
ate resilience, enhance food security, and
alleviate poverty

The programme recognizes and advances
local sustainable development solutions
for people, nature and resilient communi‑
ties through three action areas: Equator
Prize, Equator Dialogues, and Equator
Knowledge
The project mainly links SDG 5 and 13
to empower local communities through
Community based Organizations and
youth ambassadors to design local cli‑
mate change adaptation plans. It will also
provide a platform for local communities
to
share these climate change adaptation
plans with relevant ministries and munici‑
pal councils
This initiative’s aim was to support dis‑
placed marginalized, youths and women
to establish decentralized solar energy
systems to improve access, employability
skills, stable income and self-confidence

Title of the initiative

Building Resilient Communities to
Support the Health and Wellbeing of
Venezuelan Refugees

Desa Makmur Peduli Api (Prosperous and
Fire Free Village)

Equator Initiative

Enabling Communities for Climate
Change Adaptation Planning

Enhanced Rural Resilience in Yemen
(ERRY)

Location

Equator

The distinguishing feature of this initiative Yemen
is to make solar energy accessible and
affordable to all. Solar micro businesses
have recovered 50% of the seed grant in
addition to a $100/month stable income
since the establishment of the business

It helped in augmenting the capacity of
Jordan
civil society and youth in three climate
change hotbeds by a set of interventions
which addressed a better understanding
of climate change science and the ability
to craft and deliver gender-sensitive adap‑
tation plans. It empowered civil society
and youth with the knowledge and skills
to develop effective gender-sensitive
strategies for climate change adaptation
in their areas

It provides opportunities for indigenous
people to address the challenges of land
degradation, biodiversity conservation
and livelihood improvement in a socially
equitable manner

Frequent forest fires cause damage and
Islands Sumatera and Kalimantan in
losses in terms of health, environment,
Indonesia
society and economics and have a
negative impact on extractive activities
(timber, palm oil, and other commodities).
This programme is successful to reduce
the fire hot spots and provide additional
income monthly

Brazil and Colombia
It contributes to the development of
effective public resilience policies and
practices in response to COVID-19. These
tools seek inclusive interventions, of a
technological nature, that offer support to
public agencies to assist and support the
health and well-being of this vulnerable
group

To which results has it led, in a
sustainable development context?
Which difference has it made?

Table 1 Case studies on social values for sustainable development in community-based projects

Abyan et al. [1]

United Nations [55]

Berkes and Adhikari [5]

Pasaribu et al. [43]

LabCom—UFPel [34]

References
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Based on harnessing regional assets, this
project aims at diversifying, revitalizing
and strengthening rural economies
with quality jobs and opportunities in
cooperation with entrepreneurs and local
authorities
This project details the economic, social
and cultural damage being inflicted
by tropical deforestation and pushes
for change, empowering indigenous
communities for decision-making and
economic gains through sustainable
agricultural modes of production

GO-GRASS

INCLUDE (Indigenous Communities, Land
Use and tropical Deforestation)

IOF2020 – Internet of Food and Farm 2020 This initiative brought several projects
addressing IoT (Internet of Things) in the
sustainable agri-food sector (meat, arable,
dairy, vegetables and fruits) in different
European communities

In 2018, more than 230,000 people
directly benefited from its programmes
with 5,500 hectares of land rehabilitated,
290 water ponds, shallow wells, and fish
ponds built, 155 km of feeder roads con‑
structed or repaired, 5,800 social or com‑
munity infrastructure assets constructed
or rebuilt

This initiative is aimed at improving, and
providing cash, voucher or food transfers

Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) for Resil‑
ient Communities in Latin America and
the Caribbean

Kandel et al. [31]

References

It fostered a symbiotic ecosystem of
Europe
technology providers and players, helping
to accelerate the virtuous cycle of adop‑
tion and maturation of IoT in the agri-food
section, making European communities
and farming more competitive

It addresses issues of governance, power Chaco Salteño—Argentina
and injustice, and involves the perspective
of marginalized groups like indigenous
people

Sundmaeker et al. [52]

European Union [18]

Go-Grass [23]

Guatemala, El Salvador, Colombia, Hondu‑ FAO and WFP [19]
ras, Haiti, and Bolivia

African, Asian and the Caribbean coun‑
tries

Location

It has developed a set of cost-effective
Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, and
and sustainable circular small-scale bioDenmark
based solutions and business models
to unlock the overlooked potential of
grassland across European communities
and create new business opportunities for
rural areas

It is both an effective climate mitigation
and adaptation intervention where farm‑
ers can protect and manage the growth
of trees and shrubs that regenerate
naturally. It addresses multiple problems
simultaneously through the restoration
of vegetation, such as: land degradation,
food insecurity, drying of springs, etc.

This is an easy and low-cost land restora‑
tion initiative to combat poverty and hun‑
ger amongst poor subsistence farmers by
increasing food and timber production
and resilience to climate extremes

Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration
(FMNR)

To which results has it led, in a
sustainable development context?
Which difference has it made?

What were the project’s goals?

Title of the initiative

Table 1 (continued)
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What were the project’s goals?

Since 2013, this initiative aims to unlock
and accelerate Africa’s potential to create
technology not only for the continent, but
for the world

This is a 10-year timeframe programme to
address the climate crisis and protect the
Amazon, ensuring equality and inclusion,
and shifting our business towards circular‑
ity and regeneration

This project looked to community-based
initiatives for inclusive solutions. It aimed
to connect local government flexibly
and maximize community engagement,
promoting change

This initiative connects the needs of the
public health centres with the manufac‑
turers of local products and technologies,
solving health problems in the rural and
small communities

Re:Code is part of the Lego Group Local
Community Engagement Program. Using
Lego Education products, it consists of
fun learning events gathering children to
create, invent and code robotic models
that solve real issues, mostly around
sustainability

Title of the initiative

Microsoft’s 4Afrika Initiative

Natura & Co Commitment to Life

NEIGHBOURHOOD CHANGE

Protege BR (Protect Brazil)

Re:Code – Lego Group

Table 1 (continued)

Africa

Location

Brazil

These events host hundreds of children to 26 countries
participate in activities that deepen learn‑
ing on real-world themes while helping to
boost twenty-first century skills

Recently, it worked to increase the
number of health professionals using
personal protective equipment during
the COVID-19 pandemic, in areas far from
large centres in Brazil, to reduce a large
number of workers on sick leave due to
contagion

It has repositioned local authorities at the Italy
centre of social innovation debate, and
called for more flexible and transparent
planning systems, open to collabora‑
tion between community-led initiatives
and public administrations. Recently, its
findings are being further explored as
part of the SOLIVID project to develop a
collaborative map and online resource of
the solidarity initiatives set up in response
to COVID-19

Some targets were established to protect Brazil
the Amazon forest (zero deforestation,
to expand influence to 40 communities,
to share at least R$ 60mi in value with
communities), to defend human rights (to
gender balance and equitable pay), and
to embrace circularity and regeneration
(95% + renewable or natural ingredients
and biodegradable formulas)

It creates investments in startups, part‑
ners, small-to-medium enterprises, gov‑
ernments and youth. Significant strides
across key economic sectors, including
agriculture, social impact, healthcare and
skills development have been made in
Africa

To which results has it led, in a
sustainable development context?
Which difference has it made?

Lego et al. [36]

Braida and Unanue [9]

Clark and Coulter [13]

Nature and Co [42]

IFC et al. [30]

References
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What were the project’s goals?

This initiative promotes projects to
enhance sustainability in the Virunga
Mountains, such as the Agritourism,
Livestock Support for small-scale dairy
farmers, Agriculture Project for small-scale
subsistence farmers, Igihoho Project
(biodegradable bags made of banana
bark), Women’s Weaving supporting the
widowed single mother in banana bark
weaving activities, among others
Since 2007, BSBios, a Brazilian biodiesel
company, holds the Social Fuel Seal,
acquiring biodiesel raw material (soybean,
corn and coconut oil) from small-scale
and family farmings organized in local
cooperatives
This project’s goal is to promote com‑
munity resilience through an integrated
approach to disaster risk reduction and
management planning, capacity strength‑
ening, and resilient livelihoods
Aimed at reviving the community in
Uptown Pittsburgh (USA) and bringing
members of the community together
for environmental projects, this project
started in 2015 and emphasizes innova‑
tion and deployment of district-scale best
practices to create the neighbourhoods of
the future—resilient, vibrant, resourceefficient and just
Engaging freshmen students in experien‑
tial learning activities to better under‑
stand the socio-economic dynamics of
their foodshed in Winona, Minnesota-USA

Title of the initiative

Red Rocks Initiative for Sustainable Devel‑
opment

Social Fuel Seal—BSBios

Strengthening Local Governance for Dis‑
aster-Resilient Communities (SAKSHAM)

Uptown Pittsburgh EcoInnovation District

What’s for
Dinner?

Table 1 (continued)
Location

Brazil

This initiative reduced barriers to food
access while building community
through ethnic gardens, food pantries,
and knowledge about food production,
consumption, and waste

This initiative provided green spaces for
the community and facilitated
small businesses, evading the problem
of gentrification by multiple commu‑
nity-based programmes, such as the
Sustainable Small Business Designation,
the Sustainable Pittsburgh Restaurant
Program, the MLK Community Garden,
and Tree Tenders

USA

Uptown Pittsburgh (USA) community

Around 7,000 marginalized farmers will be Nepal
trained in climate-smart agricultural prac‑
tices and more than 280 demo plots will
be established to demonstrate to neigh‑
bouring farmers the benefits of adopting
climate-smart agricultural practices

Over 40% per year of the raw materials
used in the production of biodiesel are
acquired from family farming strengthen‑
ing and empowering rural communities
and cooperatives

It aims to ensure the sustainable social
East Africa countries
and economic development of communi‑
ties by supporting locally led environmen‑
tal conservation and sustainable tourism
initiatives

To which results has it led, in a
sustainable development context?
Which difference has it made?

Borsari and Kunnas [8]

Ghosh et al. [21]

LWR [38]

Borger and Costa [7]

Bakunzi et al. [4]

References
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Table 2 Sustainability topics addressed in the presented case studies
Rural development

Resilient
communities

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- SAKSHAM
- Red Rocks Initiative
for SD
- FAA
- Equator Initiative
- What’s for Dinner?
- Social Fuel Seal
(BSBios)
- FMNR

Social
inclusion

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- INCLUDE
- ERRY

Ecoinnovation

Gender
equality

Ethics and moral values

Business sustainability

Ecosystem
management

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- Equator Initiative
- What’s for Dinner?
- Social Fuel Seal
(BSBios)

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- SAKSHAM
- Red Rocks Initiative
for SD
- FAA
- Equator Initiative
- What’s for Dinner?
- Prosperous and Fire
Free Village

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- INCLUDE

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- INCLUDE

- IOF2020
- GO-GRASS

- Uptown Pittsburgh
EcolInnovation District
- NEIGHBOURHOOD
CHANGE
- Re:Code

- Uptown Pittsburgh
EcolInnovation District
- Microsoft’s 4Afrika
Initiative
- Re:Code

- ERRY

- Enabling Communities
for CC Adaptation
Planning

- Natura & Co
Commitment to Life
- Protege BR
- Prosperous and Fire
Free Village
- Building Resilient
Communities

over social well-being? We posit that while it is essential
that social values continue to be assessed and incorporated into community-based sustainable development
projects as reported, a more comprehensive effort must
be started to analyse the ways in which broader social
values are impacting our ability to achieve sustainable
development in different places around the world.

Conclusions
This paper explores the notions of social values in sustainable development, within the context of community
experiences. The literature was reviewed and trends
related to social values and sustainable development were
investigated, through a bibliometric study and juxtaposed
to a set of case studies from a variety of community-based
projects, with the goal of illustrating the advantages of a
focus on social values can bring about in promoting sustainable development. A framework has been presented
that links up the bibliometric clusters and the case studies. The evidence gathered valuable data from these analyses and allow some conclusions to be made.
Firstly, the bibliometric study reveals four clusters
where the featured values feature relate to sustainable
development. This relationship appears in the contexts
of:
• Ecosystem management—where social values are
evident;
• Rural development—where social values in a rural
development setting are apparent;

• Business sustainability—where values are driven by
corporate social responsibility and stakeholder values;
• Ethics and moral values about environmental attitudes, human capital, sustainable practices, and a
sustainable future.
Secondly, the case studies illustrate that social values
are being considered in a variety of projects; the framework deployed to analyse the case studies under the
headings identified above, suggests that while community-based sustainable development projects may differ
in the values considered, some projects address more
than one cluster.
Thirdly, it is apparent that a lack of common terminology in relation to social values in the context of sustainable development is an obstacle to the analysis of the
relationship between the two.
Finally, case studies where social values and sustainable development are linked, rarely consider whether
social values are being engendered, influenced, or
changed as a result of community-based projects. Thus,
with less understanding of value change, we may fall
short of achieving sustainable development.
The paper has two main implications. The first is that
it sheds light on a topic of central relevance, since social
components are key elements of sustainability, both as
a theme and as an area of knowledge. The second is that
the information here compiled and the findings deriving from them provide a timely overview of some of the
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Fig. 2 Classification of case studies according to the proposed clusters of social values research topics (red: ecosystem management; green: rural
development; blue: business sustainability; yellow: ethics and moral values)

variables which characterize the extent to which social
aspects influence the sustainability debate.
Our research does have some limitations. For
instance, it focused on case studies as data collection
instruments, and not on other empirical tools such as
surveys or interviews. In addition, the range of the case
studies is limited to some of the topics identified by the
authors, namely rural development, ethics and moral
values, business sustainability and ecosystem management. But despite these constraints, the study represents a welcome addition to the literature, in the sense
that it has gathered evidence demonstrating how social
values under a sustainable development perspective are
perceived, and the added value this brings to community experiences.

Moving forward, some measures which may be
deployed to better take social values into account, when
planning policies or making decisions on spending,
which may affect specific groups or communities should
be:
• A more systematic approach to taking social values
into account when undertaking projects on the principles of sustainable development.
• A greater use of indicators such as public participation and community acceptance, since some social
values are not truly objective and—as such—not easy
to quantify.
• A more adaptable design and use of a common
framework, which may cater for a more accurate
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measurement of considerations of social values in
sustainability projects.
• Employment of innovative models to promote social
sustainability issues, both in communities, in schools
and workplaces, in particular.
A further measure that could implemented is to design
tools, which may cater to an assessment of the impacts
of a project, as far as influencing social values are concerned. A due emphasis on social values may allow
communities and their stakeholders to understand the
advantages of pursuing sustainable development, in a
way that they can relate to.
Acknowledgements
Not applicable.
Author contributions
WLF conceived the study. WLF, VL, SS, ALS, BF, RD, VK, TJL, KEP, UMA, AP, BB,
CS wrote the main manuscript. All authors read and approved the final
manuscript.
Funding
Open Access funding enabled and organized by Projekt DEAL.
Availability of data and materials
Not applicable.

Declarations
Ethics approval and consent to participate
Not applicable.
Consent for publication
Not applicable.
Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Author details
1
Department of Natural Sciences, Manchester Metropolitan University, Chester
Street, Manchester M11 5GD, UK. 2 Department of Environmental Science
and Policy, University of Southern Maine, 106 Bailey Hall, 37 College Ave,
Gorham, ME 04038, USA. 3 School of Education, University of Nottingham
Malaysia, Selangor, Malaysia. 4 Graduate Program in Civil and Environmental
Engineering, University of Passo Fundo, Campus I ‑ BR 285, Passo Fundo, São
José, RS 99052‑900, Brazil. 5 Dekan Fachbereich Technik, HFH · Hamburger
Fern-Hochschule, Alter Teichweg 19, 22081 Hamburg, Germany. 6 Faculty
of Business and Economics, RISEBA University of Applied Sciences, Meza
Street 3, Riga 1048, Latvia. 7 College of Charleston, School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Sustainability Literacy Institute, Charleston, USA. 8 Depart‑
ment of Management and Finance, Worcester Business School, University
of Worcester, Worcester, UK. 9 Department of Biology and CESAM – Centre
for Environmental and Marine Studies, University of Aveiro, 3810‑193 Aveiro,
Portugal. 10 NECE‑UBI (Research Centre for Business Sciences), Universidade
da Beira Interior, Rua Marquês D’Ávila e Bolama, 6201‑001 Covilhã, Portugal.
11
Department of Biology, Winona State University, Winona, MN 55987, USA.
12
Department of Life and Environmental Science, Bournemouth University,
Fern Barrow, Poole BH12 5BB, UK. 13 European School of Sustainability Sci‑
ence and Research, Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, Ulmenliet 20,
D‑21033 Hamburg, Germany.
Received: 13 April 2022 Accepted: 25 June 2022

Page 12 of 13

References
1. Abyan, Hajjah, Hodeidah and Lahj (2019) Good Practices and Lessons
Learned: Solar Interventions under ERRY Project in Yemen, United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), Yemen. https://yemen.un.org/en/
18283-good-practices-and-lessons-learned-solar-interventions-under-
erry-project-yemen. Accessed 26 April 2021
2. Amenta E, Ramsey KM (2009) Institutional theory. In: Leicht KT,
Jenkins JC (eds) Handbook of politics: state and society in global
perspective. Springer, New York, pp 15–39. https://doi.org/10.1007/
978-0-387-68930-2_2
3. Asif T, Guangming O, Haider MA, Colomer J, Kayani S, Amin N (2020)
Moral education for sustainable development: comparison of university
teachers’ perceptions in china and pakistan. Sustainability. https://doi.
org/10.3390/su12073014
4. Bakunzi G (2021) Red rocks initiatives for sustainable development. In:
Novelli M, Adu-Ampong MA, Ribeiro MA (eds) Handbook of tourism in
Africa. Routledge, New York
5. Berkes F, Adhikari T (2006) Development and conservation: indigenous
businesses and the UNDP Equator Initiative. Int J Entrepr Small Bus
3(6):671
6. Bjarstig T, Stens A (2018) Social values of forests and production of new
goods and services: the views of swedish family forest owners. Small
Scale For 17(1):125–146. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11842-017-9379-9
7. Borger FG, Costa APP (2020) corporate social responsibility and sustain‑
ability in corporate strategy: brazilian cases studies. IntechOpen, London
8. Borsari B, Kunnas J (2019) Agriculture production and consumption. In:
Leal FW, Azul A, Brandli L, Özuyar P, Wall T (eds) Responsible consumption
and production encyclopedia of the UN Sustainable development goals.
Springer, Cham
9. Braida F, Unanue MG (2021) Networks of digital manufacturing of face
shields and the Covid-19: design, maker culture and social mobilization.
Strateg Des Res J 14(1):252
10. Brown K, Westaway E (2011) Agency, capacity and resilience to envi‑
ronmental change: lessons from human development, well-being, and
disasters. Annu Rev Environ Resour 36:321–342
11. Busoi MS (2014) The ethical dimension of sustainable development. In:
Popa C, Dobrin C, Ciocoiu I (eds) Proceedings of the 8th international
management conference management challenges for sustainable devel‑
opment. Econ paper, Oxford, pp 818–825
12. Christie I, Gunton RM, Hejnowicz AP (2019) Sustainability and the com‑
mon good: catholic social teaching and `integral ecology’ as contribu‑
tions to a framework of social values for sustainability transitions. Sustain
Sci 14(5):1343–1354. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-019-00691-y
13. Clark WAV, Coulter R (2015) Who wants to move? The role of neighbour‑
hood change. Environ Plan A. https://doi.org/10.1177/0308518X15
615367
14. Deckert R (2021) Auf dem Weg ins Anthropozän - Zuversichtlich nach‑
haltige Entwicklung gestalten. Springer VS, Wiesbaden
15. Deze J, Ranogajec L, Sudaric T (2017) Development of local communities
through the production of regional indigenous products. In: Bacher B,
Barkovic U, Dernoscheg D, Maronic KH, Matic ML, Pap B, Runzheimer N
(eds) Interdisciplinary management research XIII, vol 13. Hrvatska znanst‑
vena bibliografija, Croatia, pp 1149–1164
16. Dixon SEA, Clifford A (2007) Ecopreneurship—a new approach to manag‑
ing the triple bottom line. J Organ Chang Manag 20(3):326–345. https://
doi.org/10.1108/09534810710740164
17. Estes RJ (2012) Global change and indicators of social development. In:
Weil MO (ed) Handbook of community practice, 2nd edn. California Sage
Publishers, Thousand Oaks. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412976640.n28
18. European Union (2016) Indigenous communities, land use and tropical
deforestation. https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/681518. Accessed 15
May 2021.
19. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Programme
(WFP). Good practices for the resilience of rural livelihoods for food
security and nutrition. FAO and WFP, City of Panamá, 2019. ISBN
978–92–5–131210–0. 2019. http://www.fao.org/3/ca0825en/CA0825EN.
pdf. Accessed 5 May 2021.
20. Fordham AE, Robinson GM (2019) Identifying the social values driving
corporate social responsibility. Sustain Sci 14(5):1409–1424. https://doi.org/10.
1007/s11625-019-00720-w

Leal Filho et al. Environmental Sciences Europe

(2022) 34:67

21. Ghosh S, Byahut S, Masilela C (2019) Metropolitan regional scale smart city
approaches in a Shrinking City in the American Rust Belt—case of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. In: Vinod Kumar T (ed) Smart Metropolitan regional develop‑
ment advances in 21st century human settlements. Springer, Singapore.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-8588-8_17
22. Gamble DN, Weil MO (1997) Sustainable development: the challenge for com‑
munity development. Commun Dev J 32(3):210–222
23. Go-Grass. Grass-based—circular business models for dynamic rural communi‑
ties. 2021. https://www.go-grass.eu. Accessed 15 May 2021.
24. Gopal G, Patil YB, Prakash A (2018) Conceptual frameworks for the drivers and
barriers of integrated sustainable solid waste management. Manag Environ
Qual 29(3):516–546. https://doi.org/10.1108/MEQ-10-2017-0117
25. Gough I, McGregor JA (eds) (2007) Wellbeing in developing countries: from
theory to research. Cambridge University Press, New York
26. Hall JP (2001) Criteria and indicators of sustainable forest management. Envi‑
ron Monit Assess 67(1–2):109–119. https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1006433132539
27. Huang H (2020) Learning from exploratory rural practices of the Yangtze
River Delta in China: New initiatives, networks and empowerment shifts, and
sustainability. J Rural Stud 77:63–74. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2020.04.
019
28. Hüther G. Könnten wir anders sein – Ist eine mentale Umprägung möglich?
Speech. Second conference of Denkwerk Zukunft: „Weichen stellen. Wege zu
zukunftsfähigen Lebensweisen“. 2011. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
GiJ76uzKYWs. Accessed 6 Feb 2021.
29. Impact. (2021) What is Social Value? 2021. https://impactreporting.co.uk/what-
is-social-value-2/. Accessed 6 Feb 2021.
30. International Finance Corporation (IFC) (2021) Digital Skills in Sub-Saharan
Africa Spotlight on Ghana. IFC, Washington, USA, 2021. https://www.ifc.org/
wps/wcm/connect/ed6362b3-aa34-42ac-ae9f-c739904951b1/Digital+Skills_
Final_WEB_5-7-19.pdf?MOD=AJPERES. Accessed 16 Feb 2021.
31. Kandel M, Agaba G, Alare RS, Addoah T, Schreckenberg K (2021)
Assessing social equity in farmer-managed natural regeneration (fmnr)
interventions: findings from Ghana. Ecol Rest 31(1–2):64
32. Khondker HH, Schuerkens U (2014) Social transformation, develop‑
ment and globalization. Sociopedia. https://doi.org/10.1177/20568
4601423
33. Kopnina H et al (2018) Anthropocentrism: more than just a misunder‑
stood problem. J Agric Environ Ethics 31:109–127
34. Lab-Com—UFPel. Projetando Comunidades Resilientes para apoiar
a saúde e o bem-estar dos Refugiados Venezuelanos no Brasil e na
Colômbia - LabCom/ UFPel. 2021. https://wp.ufpel.edu.br/refugiados
brasilcolombia/en/initial-page/. Accessed 6 Apr 2021.
35. Lackey RT (1998) Seven pillars of ecosystem management. Landsc
Urban Plan 40(1–3):21–30. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0169-2046(97)
00095-9
36. Lego. RE:CODE. 2021. https://www.lego.com/en-gb/aboutus/recode/.
Accessed 26 Apr 2021.
37. Liao H, Tang M, Luo L, Li C, Chiclana F, Zeng XJ (2018) A bibliometric
analysis and visualization of medical big data research. Sustainability
10(1):166
38. Lutheran World Relief (LWR) (2021) Strengthening Local Governance
for Disaster-Resilient Communities (SAKSHAM). https://lwr.org/techn
ical-resources/strengthening-local-governance-disaster-resilient-commu
nities-saksham. Accessed 26 April 2021.
39. McIntosh A (2020) Riders on the storm: The climate crisis and the survival
of being. Birlinn, Edinburgh
40. Meltzoff AN, Kuhl PK, Movellan J, Sejnowski TJ (2009) Foundations of a
new science of learning. Science 325(5938):284–288
41. Mohai P, Simões S, Brechin SR (2010) Environmental concerns, values
and meanings in the Beijing and Detroit metropolitan areas. Int Sociol
25(6):778–817. https://doi.org/10.1177/0268580910378138
42. Natura and Co. Sustainability Vision 2030 Commitment to Life. 2021.
https://naturaeco.com/en/group/vision/. Accessed 26 Apr 2021.
43. Pasaribu SI, Vanclay F, Zhao Y (2020) Challenges to implementing sociallysustainable community development in oil palm and forestry operations
in Indonesia. Land 9(3):61. https://doi.org/10.3390/land9030061
44. Passas N (2000) Global anomie, dysnomie, and economic crime: hidden
consequences of neoliberalism and globalization in Russia and around the
world. Soc Justice 27(2):16–44

Page 13 of 13

45. Parmar BL, Edward Freeman ER, Harrison JS, Wicks AC, de Colle S, Purnell L
(2010) Stakeholder theory: the State of the art. Acad Manag Ann. https://doi.
org/10.1080/19416520.2010.495
46. Ray SJ (2020) A field guide to climate anxiety: how to keep your cool on a
warming planet. University of California Press, Berkeley
47. Rehn, C., Gornitzki, C., Larsson, A. & Wadskog, D. (2014). Bibliometric Handbook
for Karolinska Institutet. Karolinska Institutet. Solna, Sweden.
48. Sharma R (2009) Sustainable Development: The Way for Future. Where are we?
Indian J Commun Med 34(4):276–278. https://doi.org/10.4103/0970-0218.
58381
49. Scharmer O (2018) The essentials of theory U - Core principles and applica‑
tions. Berrett-Koehler, Oakland
50. Shi L, Han L, Yang F, Gao L (2019) The evolution of sustainable development
theory types, goals, and research prospects. Sustainability 11:7158. https://doi.
org/10.3390/su11247158
51. Sivapalan S, Subramaniam G (2020) Social ecology and education: transform‑
ing worldviews and practices, 1st edn. Routledge, New York
52. Sundmaeker H, Verdouw CN, Wolfert J, Perez Freire L (2016) Internet of food
and farm 2020. In: Digitising the Industry/Vermesan, Ovidiu, Friess, Peter, River
publishers (River publishers series in communications). 2016. https://library.
wur.nl/WebQuery/wurpubs/507125 Accessed 25 May 2021.
53. Taylor B, Wright J, LeVasseur T (2020) Dark green humility: religious, psychologi‑
cal, and affective attributes of proenvironmental behaviors. J Environ Stud Sci
10:41–56
54. Thome H (2015) Values, sociology of. In: Wright JD (ed) International encyclo‑
pedia of the social and behavioral sciences, vol 25, 2nd edn. Elsevier, Oxford,
pp 47–53
55. United Nations. Enabling communities for climate change adaptation
planning: understanding gender roles. Mainly targeting SDG 5 and 13.
2017. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=31032
Accessed 6 May 2021.
56. United Nations. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for sustainable
development. 2020. https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda. Accessed 6 Feb
2021.
57. Vallance S, Perkins HC, Dixon JE (2011) What is social sustainability? A
clarification of concepts. Geoforum 42:342–348
58. van Kerkhoff L, Lebel L (2006) Linking knowledge and action for sustain‑
able development. Annu Rev Environ Resour 31(1):445–477. https://doi.
org/10.1146/annurev.energy.31.102405.170850
59. van Leeuwen TN (2004) Second generation bibliometric indicators:
the improvement of existing and development of new bibliometric
indicators for research and journal performance assessment procedures.
Technische Universiteit Leiden, Leiden
60. Vildasen SS, Keitsch M, Fet AM (2017) Clarifying the epistemology of
corporate sustainability. Ecol Econ 138:40–46. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
ecolecon.2017.03.029

Publisher’s Note

Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in pub‑
lished maps and institutional affiliations.

